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and honours to lose, he feared not the malice of men, but at a time when
the apostles trembled boldly declared himself a follower of Jesus who
was crucified; and with the greatest devotion embalmed and buried his
sacred body. This saint was the patron of Glastonbury, where a church
and hermitage, very famous in the times of the ancient Britons,1 were
built by the first apostles of this island, among whom some moderns have
placed St Joseph himself and Aristobulus.

The following feasts are celebrated on March 17 :

ST GERTRUDE, Abbess of Nivelle, born 626, daughter of Pepin and of the Blessed Itta, who,
as a widow, lived for five years under her daughter's rule : ST JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA, a faithful
disciple of Jesus, who embalmed and buried His Sacred Body after His crucifixion. Joseph is
said to have visited Glastonbury. ST PATRICK : and MANY MARTYRS at Alexandria in the year 392.

MARCH 18

ST EDWARD, KING AND MARTYR

HE was monarch of all England, and succeeded his father, the glorious
King Edgar, in 975, being thirteen years old. He followed in all things
the counsels of St Dunstan; and his ardour in the pursuit of all virtues
is not to be expressed. His great love of purity of mind and body, and
his fervent devotion, rendered him the miracle of princes, whilst by his
modesty, clemency, prudence, charity, and compassion to the poor, he
was the blessing and delight of his subjects. His stepmother, Elfrida,
had attempted to set him aside that the crown might fall on her own
son, Ethelred, then seven years old. Notwithstanding her treasonable
practices, and the frequent proofs of her envy and jealousy, Edwin always
paid her the most dutiful respect and deference, and treated his brother
with the most tender affection. But the fury of her ambition made her
insensible to all motives of religion, nature, and gratitude. The young
king had reigned three years and a half, when being one day weary with
hunting in a forest near Wareham, in Dorsetshire, he paid a visit to his
stepmother at Corfesgeate, now Corfe Castle, in the isle of Purbeck,
and desired to see his young brother at the door. The treacherous queen
caused a servant to stab him in the belly whilst he was stooping out of
courtesy, after drinking. The king set spurs to his horse, but fell off
dead, on the i8th of March, 979, his bowels being ripped open so as
to fall out. His body was plunged deep into a marsh, but discovered by
a pillar of light, and honoured by many miraculous cures of sick persons.
It was taken up and buried in the church of our Lady at Wareham; but
found entire in three years after, and translated to the monastery at
Shaftesbury. His lungs were kept at the village called Edwardstow, in
1001; but the chiefest part of his remains were deposited at Wareham,

1 See Matthew of Westminster, and John of Glastonbury, in their histories of that famous
abbey, published by Hearne ; also Tanner's Notitia Monastica.